Let your visual senses have a tranquil moment as
you enter the sanctuary of tondo paintings. Your
eyes move easily and gently as you are taken to

a new dimension. Are you at the Rothko Chapel
in Houston, TX? No, you are at the Museum of
Friends in Walsenburg, CO - ‘the destination
place in Huerfano County.’

The tondo, a circular painting, became
fashionable in the mid-15th century Italian
Renaissance Art. Mary Frances Judge, fascinated
with Italian culture and the symbolism of the
circle’s endless round form feels that “in nature
there are no not true shapes.” She has revived
the tondo “more consistently than any other
contemporary artist”

New York Times columnist Marian Courtney
referred to Judge’s 1983 solo exhibition as “a
collection of mystical paintings in lyrical bursts of
color that show the emergence of the soul.” Forty
years later Judge is still au current. Her canvases
exude energy and light.

The earliest and only representational work in
the exhibition is “Vesta, 1982”. This is a silhouette
of awoman in a dream state. “Europa, 1996” the
72-inch oil on linen is the largest tondo in the
exhibition and was featured in a New York, NY
show. Gallery & Studio, an art magazine review
commented “a chromatic dynamism suggesting
the painter has dipped her brush in liquid light”.
“Circolare, 20107, is not a tondo. The delicate curve
lines against the yellow background are ethereal,
and can suit whatever your mood since this
painting can be hung vertically or horizontally.

MEJ, born in Minneapolis, MN, has made a career
of painting and traveling the world. Like her work

sheis calm & soothing with a burst of enthusiasm
for Peace & Joy.

Jane St. Lifer, New York, New York, 2024
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